FAUST

spiritual longing and sensual lust, love and art, ambition and greed,
can find real, objective expression, are truly embodied.

In its totality Faust illustrates, therefore, the dominant character-
istic of Goethe's thought, which has been so aptly defined by
Professor Willoughby. Faust is both a unique personality, with
his specific motivations, and a type; he is a unity, and yet a scries
of changes. Like any natural phenomenon, his character is "not
just the shape we see before us; it is the whole cycle from its seed-
ing to its fading".1 And the truth of this interpretation is as pro-
found whether we take Faust merely as the hero of Goethe's play,
or as the symbol of humanity.

1 L. A. Willoughby, Unity and Continuity in Goethe (Taylorian Lecture,
Clarendon Press, Oxford. 1947, p. 5).
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